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Snowpocalypse 
by Drew Vactor 

 

The headline is what the January 31 Summit Daily in neighboring Summit County called the 

"best in a decade", school closing amount of snow received in the Colorado High Country in late 

January, 2014, just in time for our ISFR North America annual gathering in Winter Park, 

Colorado, USA.  The area received around 4 feet of fresh powder just 

before our arrival, had a clear and sunny day for us to get in from the 

airport, then continued to bless us with more fresh powder all week 

with one blue sky day for photos.  What a ski week it was! 

 

 

Our hosts, Pete and Ann Olhasso and their local team, put together an incredible week of 

parties, events, and amazing skiing.  Most of us stayed in huge rooms at the relatively new 

Zephyr Lodge, right next to the main ski lift.  From the Super Bowl Home 

Hospitality parties to the brand new Biathalon event (snow shoes and air 

guns), we had wonderful social events and fun opportunities to raise money 

for our Davis Boyd Memorial Foundation (DBMF).  The only major complaint 

all week was that there was so much snow that skiers got an upper body workout, at no 

additional charge, using their poles to get through the deep powder between runs. 

 

Our Joint Meeting with the local Winter Park/Fraser Rotary Club was held at the top of Zephyr 

lift in the gorgeous Sunspot Lodge.    The Managing Director of 

Winter Park Resort told us about the history of the resort, its 

plans for the future and the temporarily lost ski train from 

Denver that used to come through the nearby Moffat Tunnel that 

runs under the Continental Divide.  He also 

told us about the National Sports Center 

for the Disabled (NSCD), arguably the 

oldest and largest such program around.  

We saw many "Adaptive Skiers" on our runs, usually going a lot faster 
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than we were in their sit-skis.  We were proud at the end of the week to present NSCD with a 

check from DBMF for $15,000 to further their work. 

 

This was the 40th year that ISFR has met in a North American Ski Resort.  The party at a local 

restaurant was complete with an incredibly great birthday cake.  President 

Tony needed help holding it up for our annual photo, but no help was 

required eating it!  The only thing missing was ISFR founder, Brian 

Anderson, who was grounded in Chicago due to illness that temporarily  

restricted him to lower altitude (Winter Park's base is at 9,150 feet high).  Jim Tomlin read a 

moving letter from Brian about how special ISFR and DBMF are to him.  There was not a dry eye 

in the house. 

 

The Gala Banquet was dressier than usual as ISFR Members dressed in Black and White to 

match the theme at the historic Devil's Thumb Ranch.  The desserts 

were so wonderful that our annual auction went on a bit longer 

than usual with the high bidding for some of the delicious 

treats.  There was no silent auction this year, but the live auction, 

for stays at magical properties, filled the DBMF coffers. 

 

Had it been Camelot, we would have had blue skies and sun to depart, but not so from this 

Snowpocalypse.  It was still snowing when we left, although once we hit the flat lands around 

Denver, DIA did have blue skies for our flights home. 

 

See you next year in Big Sky, Montana.  The 2016 event will be at Whistler/Blackcomb, BC, 

Canada and we will meet at Jackson Hole in 2017.  Keep your ski tips up. 

 

 

ISFR 40th Birthday Party in Winter Park – More Photos https://www.facebook.com/isfrski 
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The Revelstoke Adaptive Sports (RASP) Report 

 RASP had its official launch, with a day of events at Revelstoke Mountain Resort on Saturday, 

January 4. “Essentially we offer alpine ski and snowboard lessons and Nordic lessons to people 

with physical and mental disabilities,” said Ron Glave, who is the president of the Revelstoke 

Adaptive Sports. 

The program was started in 2012 through a partnership between the Revelstoke Rotary Club, 

International Skiing Fellowship of Rotarians, the Live It! Love It! Foundation and other 

volunteers. Earlier this year, Glave took the lead in getting things going. “My motivation is I 

want to make sure our bounty of adventure sports is available to everyone, regardless of their 

limitations,” he said. With that in mind, Revelstoke Adaptive Sports offers a variety of winter 

sports programs in connection with Revelstoke Mountain Resort and the Revelstoke Nordic 

Ski Club.  

 

Revelstoke Adaptive Sports had some equipment donated by other adaptive sports programs. 

They currently have several sit-skis available and other equipment for people to use. The aim 

is to provide lessons to disabled people so they can then progress on their own. 

Learn more at the Revelstoke Adaptive Sports Facebook page or on the website 

  

  

Graham Harper 

Rotary Club of Revelstoke 

  

 

 

 

 

Last winter, several volunteers 

took a weekend course to 

become certified adaptive 

skiing instructors. They are 

now able to offer lessons to 

people with developmental 

and cognitive disabilities such 

as autism, Down syndrome, 

cerebral palsy, as well as 

physically disabled skiers, 

including paraplegics, people 

with a missing leg, and the 

blind. 
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Davis Boyd Foundation Supports Project of the Mount Beauty Rotary Club Australia (UWA) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Snow sports for those with a disability. The program will establish a local active volunteering 

network of Rotarians who will be trained as adaptive snow sport guides to support and 

promote participation in snow sports. 

 

At the beginning of the season DWA will conduct a 2day training course at Falls Creek, in the 

Alps of North East Victoria. The course includes: 

*an off snow training session focused on disability types and awareness, specialist adaptive 

equipment, safety and volunteer guide training pathways; 

* two day on snow training delivered in accordance with the nationally recognised curriculum 

of adaptive snow sport guide training in Australia 

 

Attending this training course will be a group of volunteer Rotarians who, upon the successful 

completion of the course, become accredited Adaptive Snowsport Guides. From this point the 

newly qualified guides will have the opportunity to support skiers and riders with a disability on 

DWA camps and programs during 2014 winter in the Australian resorts. 

 

 With the success of this program in 2014, the program will expand further to train Rotarians 

from other areas close to the snow in both Victoria and NSW in future seasons. Both Disabled 

WinterSport Australia and the Mt Beauty Rotary Club thank the ISFR for supporting what we 

hope will be a long relationship to help enable Australians with a disability to participate in 

snow sports and further link our communities together.  

 

CALENDAR 

 

BIG SKY, MONTANA, January 31 – February 7, 2015 

 

SAAS FEE, SWITZERLAND, March 7-14, 2015   

 

CHAMONIX, FRANCE, 3rd week January 2016 

 

WHISTLER, CANADA, February 20-27, 2016 

 

For Details, www.isfrski.org/  Rotary Int.  Convention Sydney Australia June 1 – 4, 2014 

 

2014 begins a new program and relationship 

between Disabled WinterSport Australia  (DWA) 

and Mt Beauty Rotary Club from Victoria, 

Australia, thanks to generous support grant by the 

International Skiing Fellowship of  Rotarians of  

$10,000 USD. The funds provide the seed funding 

for the establishment of the Rotarian Regional 

Adaptive Snowsport. The program will establish a 

local active volunteering network of Rotarians who 

will be trained as adaptive snow sport guides to 

support and promote the participation in 
 

Joel Burman presents cheque to Jenny and Bob 

Flower of Mt Beauty Rotary Club (UWA) Victoria 


