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Happy 35th Birthday ISFR
Everything a Ski-week Should Be

Just imagine: the bluest sky you’ll ever see, two marvelous
powder days, ski to within ten yards of the hotel door, the morning
lift right outside the hotel, no lift lines to speak of, wonderful
restaurants, and a most congenial host club. Sounds ideal, doesn’t
it? Well, it was! And if you missed Crested Butte you missed a
great experience.
The ISFR gang was a bit smaller than usual – only about 60
attendees. But more than one person was overheard saying the
congeniality was excellent and better than the larger groups of
past years.

All the usual activities were in place: the opening reception, a
newcomers’ orientation, home hospitality, joint meeting with the
Crested Butte Rotary Club, a sleigh-ride dinner, peak-to-valley
challenge to benefit the Foundation, the Annual Meeting and, of
course, the Gala Banquet.
At the joint Rotary meeting with the Crested Butte club, we
heard from Christopher Hensley, the Executive Director of the
local Adaptive Sports Center (ASC). Like so many other adaptive
programs it is viable and growing. Later in the day many Rotarians
joined with the adaptive program staff and participants, toured
their facilities and skied with a number of the ACS participants.
The Annual Meeting was essentially a birthday party to
celebrate ISFR’s 35th year, held at a lovely, local private club.
continued on page 2
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Happy 35th Birthday ISFR
Everything a Ski-week Should Be
(continued from page 1)

Thirty-five years young and
going strong! There was much
enthusiasm evident at the
party as we all sang “Happy
Birthday” while President Don
cut the cake. Being just a bit
unusual, we started off with the
35 years young and growing!
cake before dinner. Following
dinner we were treated to a
video presentation by Duane Vandenbusche, professor of history
from Western State College of History, who gave us humorous
insights into the rich history of the Crested Butte region.
At the Gala Banquet the silent auction displayed a wide
assortment of treasures and bidding at the live auction was quite
spirited. The dessert auction was ample proof that in Crested Butte
there is no dearth of gourmet chefs. No one paid much, if any at
all, attention to calories or cholesterol that evening. Speeches were
few and far between – fun and festivities with a DJ and dancing
being the primary agenda for the final evening.
Inevitably, this wonderful ski-week came to its conclusion
and the echo was heard about the hotel, “See you next year in
Park City.”

A Message from the ISFR President . . .
2008-09 was quite a year for our beloved fellowship with lots
of activity and some changes that occurred and have now continued as we move into the 2009-2010 ISFR year. The most notable
activity this past year was the celebration of the 35th Birthday of
our fellowship, the International Skiing Fellowship of Rotarians!
Working with the travel agency, TLG Travel and its President
Bonni Simon, who bought the Bokoff-Kaplan Travel Company
when Marc Bokoff decided to sell the business in July 2008,
proved to be a very good experience. Bonni, with her right hand
Randy Trost, working with Marilyn Branch put together a wonderful week for us at Crested Butte, Colorado, USA. With the
status of the economy, the location of Crested Butte and the altitude all combined to keep our participating numbers down when
compared to Whistler. However, the fellowship, the skiing and
support for the Crested Butte Adaptive Ski Program were most
enjoyable and profitable.
The highlight of the week was the 35th ISFR Birthday Party
where each of the Past Presidents were recognized and ISFR cofounder Brian Andersen was presented a special, framed certificate noting his role in developing and sheparding ISFR over the
many years of his leadership. We recognized our Past Presidents.

Our Past ISFR Presidents include Janet Holland 1993-96; Brian
Andersen 1996-98; Richard Geist 1998-00; Charlie Priest 200001; Michael Vervuurt 2001-04 and Bill Schneidereith 2004-07.
Each attendee of the ISFR Crested Butte week received a firstever-written ISFR history booklet, thanks to a lot of research by
Doris Goering. All present received a special ISFR birthday magnetic clip. We even had a birthday cake for all to enjoy. Thank
you to everyone who had any involvement in making the Crested
Butte week so great. The Rotarians of Crested Butte proved to be
very hospitable and enjoyable group of hosting Rotarians.
Following the wonderful week of fun, fellowship and of
course skiing at Whistler – Blackcomb, British Columbia, Canada
we started looking for a new Tour Contractor to work with us on
the organization of our 2010 Park City week. Premier Travel of
Park City was ultimately selected. Unfortunately, we learned in
early April that because of the economy, Premier Travel closed
and was not available to provide the assistance we were looking
for in planning the Park City event. The ISFR Executive Committee decided to contract with TLG Travel to pick up the pieces
and work with Marilyn Branch, our ISFR Tour Director, to plan,
organize and conduct the Park City ski week set for January 30
through February 6, 2010. We hope each of you will mark your
calendars now and start planning on attending. As a former host of
the International Skiing Olympics, the Park City Rotarians have
promised us a week that will rank among the best for those of us
attending. As soon as Marilyn irons out the details, you will be
notified with the information needed to register.
While I was unable to attend the 2009 event at Alta Badia,
reports are that this was a tremendous success. Congratulations to
Aldo Del Bò and his wife, Laura, and all who helped to organize
and conduct their ski week. Please read the article relative to the
ISFR event in the Italian Dolomites and this tremendously successful week.
Are you planning to attend the Rotary International Convention in Birmingham, England? If you are, please stop by our ISFR
booth in the House of Friendship to say hello and volunteer to
help serve in the booth. Make sure you attend our ISFR Social,
tentatively scheduled for late Tuesday afternoon, June 23rd. More
details will be available at our ISFR booth.
Since 2009-10 will be my third year as president and in view
that I have accepted the position with The Rotary Foundation as
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the Regional Rotary Foundation Coordinator for Zone 28 (twelve
Rotary Districts in north central United States), one of you ISFR
members needs to step forward and offer to serve as the president
of our group. Are you that ISFR member?
Looking forward to seeing each of you in Park City for our
2010 ISFR Ski Week.
– Don Goering
President, ISFR

News from the Davis Boyd
Memorial Foundation
The Crested Butte, Colorado, Adaptive Sports Center ranks
right up there as one of the best facilities of its kind in the U.S..
They are well organized with an outstanding staff and spirit to
succeed with virtually any adaptive challenge. ISFR members
had the great fortune of having our ski week coincide with their
“Wounded Warrior Week” invitational program, honoring young
veterans who had served in Iraq and Afghanistan. We had great
fun working and skiing with some outstanding patriots. We
learned first hand of some of the phenomenal technological breakthroughs that are destined to change the lives of the disabled in a
truly meaningful way.
Perhaps you may have seen the 60 Minutes special aired recently about the investment being made by the U.S. government
in cooperation with other governments around the world, capitalizing on medical micro- and nanotechnology. ISFR members at
Crested Butte saw these great strides in medicine in action. Not
only were they amazing to observe, but such great hope for the fu-

Corner of the Adaptive Ski Program’s equipment room at
Crested Butte

ture. Our admiration and appreciation go to Chris, Ella and Heidi
of the Crested Butte Adaptive Sports center for their leadership
and commitment. They participated with us throughout the week;
what a difference they are making in the lives of so many.
Following our morning meeting with the Rotary Club of
Crested Butte, we took off for our Peak to Valley challenge, with
great participation by our members. A big THANK YOU to all
who took the challenge! As a result of your efforts and participation in our auction, we will be able to send $7,500.+ to the Rotary
Club of Crested Butte for donation to the Adaptive Sports Center.
The Rotary club members were involved with our ski week from
beginning to end. The fun and fellowship were about as good as
we have ever enjoyed.
Additionally, the Davis Boyd Memorial Foundation committed $1,000 to the Bill and Melinda Gates Challenge for the eradication of polio, which is most appropriate considering that a number of our adaptive skiers are themselves victims of polio.
John Shierholz of Ames, Iowa, one of ISFR’s new members
who joined us in Crested Butte, sent in the following article:
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Greetings from the Heartland,
The ISFR week in Crested Butte in February was my
first experience with ISFR. What a week! I was truly moved
by the power and the impact of the Adaptive Sports Center
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Home Hosting

Double amputee on a mono-ski gets ready to hit the slopes

of Crested Butte.
When we returned to Ames, Don Goering and I talked
one of our Rotary colleagues out of his program time in
order to present a program to Rotarians about the Adaptive
Ski Center of Crested Butte. In Crested Butte we met Travis who lost both of his legs in combat in Iraq. We showed
photos of Travis skiing a Double Black Diamond ski slope
on a mono-ski. We showed some photos of me taking a
lesson on a mono-ski on the bunny hill (a humbling experience to say the least). Then we showed the eight-minute
video about the Adaptive Ski Center of Crested Butte. Our
presentation generated $1,150 in contributions to the Davis Boyd Memorial Foundation from our Rotary club.
We would encourage all of you to show the video of
the Adaptive Sports Center to your Rotary clubs. We suspect that showing the video shortly before the 2010 ISFR
event in Park City at the end of January would be likely to
generate many new contributions to the Davis Boyd Memorial Foundation.
We look forward to seeing you in Park City, January
30, 2010.

The skiing at Crested Butte was fantastic! The amount
of terrain groomed every night was unbelievable. Except
for one heavy snow day, the weather was excellent. But,
no matter the weather, that annual favorite event, the home
host dinner always ranks at the top of the list for unequaled
fellowship. It is a wonderful informal evening to share interesting experiences like family members that have not
seen one another in years and have wonderful stories to
catch-up on.
Our hosts, Marg and David O’Reilly, a home builder,
recently moving from the east, purchased a beautiful home
in Crested Butte and completely renovated it. It is elegant.
The host couple happily shared their life stories with us.
And we, their guests, returned the courtesy gladly sharing
our stories. Marg prepared an elegant three-course dinner
with enough food to accommodate twice our number. The
evening passed quickly, it happens when everyone is having a good time, and David returned us to the hotel.
by Esio Marzotto

Andrea Lushmann, Host David O’Reilly, with
Collette and Bill Paul

Cheers,
John Shierholz and Don Goering

P.S. The video was given to us by the Adaptive Sports Center
and it is well worth the viewing. We are working on the production of a DVD which will demonstrate all we do for the benefit of
some very special citizens with some very special needs. Thank
you all for all you do to support the ISFR and the Davis Boyd
Memorial Foundation adaptive athlete programs.
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Looking ahead to Park City in 2010
Happy end of winter to my fellow ISFR members . . . or at
least I hope it is nearing the end. Today, as I write this in Telluride,
it is all white outside and continues to dump more snow from the
skies above; well over one foot in last 24 hours!
As you may know, I have taken on the “job” of Tour Director
for ISFR. Those of us who were in Crested Butte had a great time
of fellowship and adventure. Working together with TLG Travel
we put together an excellent week with lots of fresh snow and
gorgeous blue skies. We even raised some money for the local
Adaptive program while we were at it!
Now it is time to think ahead. If you have not already marked
your calendar for Park City, Utah, ISFR ski week January 30 to
February 6, 2010, do it now! We have been pounding the pavement, heating up the airwaves, and writing contracts to make our
week in Utah the best yet! Here are some of the highlights to
expect:
•
•
•
•

•

•

•
•

•

Skiing Park City with lodgings right at the base of the
mountain,
Shuttle service to town and an ice rink at the front door,
Ski at surrounding areas like Deer Valley and Canyons, etc.,
An annual meeting at Olympic Park with the possibility of world-class athletes jumping and bobsledding
outside the windows as you dine,
Ski the Interconnect (off piste) tour for advanced skiers
(ski via back-country into five different ski areas from
Park City),
Tour of Salt Lake City to include the mansions, the capitol, Beehive House, Genealogy Library, Temple Square,
dinner and a Mormon Tabernacle Choir rehearsal,
Visit the National Ability Center with amazing facilities for our challenged athletes,
Gala banquet at a local historic restaurant that is absolutely the pièce de résistance for Sundance Film Festival attendees,
Hot air ballooning, a dinner sleigh ride . . . and so much
more!

E-mail Changes
Has your e-mail address changed?
Keep ISFR updated on any changes in your
e-mail address since all of our correspondence
is done electronically.
Be sure to advise our Executive Secretary at
isfrsec@isfrski.org of any changes.

These are the highlights, available to all who sign up for this
incredible 2010 adventure in the making. We cannot forget our
two hosting clubs in Park City either, Rotary Club of Park City
and Park City Sunrise Rotary Club. Both are excited to host us
and we can expect another wonderful home hospitality, great
Rotarian-guided mountain tours, and a very tasty joint meeting
luncheon at the base of Park City Ski Resort.
As we go to press we are still putting the finishing touches
on the entire week of fellowship, adventure, excitement and opportunities. Keep an eye on our web site www.isfrski.org for more
details. The web site will also have information for registering and
selecting the optional activities.
Join the fun and don’t get left out!
– Marilyn Branch
Tour Director

Coming to the R.I. Convention?
All ISFR members are indeed welcome and encouraged to
attend the Rotary International Convention, to be held in Birmingham, U.K., at the National Exhibition Centre, 21 to 24 June,
2009.
ISFR will be hosting its booth in the House of Friendship and
we have been allocated booth 749 in hall 5. If you are coming to
Birmingham, we would be most grateful for your assistance in
staffing the booth. The booth will be open throughout the convention and your assistance, even if only for an hour or so, would be
most welcome.
We will be promoting our next ski event at the booth – Park
City, Utah, USA, 30 January to 6 February, 2010 which promises to be another great week. We anticipate recruiting many
new members at the booth. If you have photos from previous ski
weeks, including our support of adaptive ski programs, we would
welcome them for display in the booth to help us promote the
great work of ISFR.
On Tuesday, 23 June, 2009 around 4.00 pm we have also arranged an informal social for ISFR members at the Hotel Metropole, just a short walk from the convention centre, where we will
be hosting a reception with light refreshments and a cash bar in
the “Fishbowl” bar area of the hotel foyer. We hope to see you
there!   
If you are coming to the convention, please e-mail us in
advance <RHBMEH@aol.com>
Sincere best wishes to you all,
– Margaret Hutchinson and Henry Blowey,
Booth Chairmen for 2009
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The International Skiing Fellowship of Rotarians is a group of Rotarians dedicated to
promoting skiing as an opportunity for fellowship and service. This fellowship operates
in accordance with Rotary International policy, but is not an agency of, or controlled by,
Rotary International.
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Membership Application
Download the application form on the
ISFR web site www.isfrski.org
or call/fax our Executive Secretary, Ms Gayla
Self, who can be reached at 817-563-0340,
or e-mail: isfrsec@isfrski.org
Send membership form with your check
payable to: ISFR, and mail to: PO Box
151711, Arlington, TX 76015.
Dues for new memberships are $50 USD
and any prior members with a break in
consecutive membership are $50 and are
categorized as “new.” Thereafter, annual
dues will revert to $35 USD annually.

ISFR Officers for 2009–10 Year
President
Donald H. Goering

Assistant Treasurer
Bill Bergler

Secretary / Treasurer
Richard O. Geist

Immediate Past President
C. Wm. Schneidereith

Tour Director
Marilyn Branch
Regional Vice-Presidents
Australasia
Martin Shanny

Scandinavia
Jon A. Skauan

Canada
Esio Marzotto

South America
Dr. Leon Koifman

Europe
Aldo del Bò

Southeast Asia
Francesco Cavazzoni

Middle East
Selcuk Somer

United Kingdom
Margaret Hutchinson

Orient, Japan
Yohichi Karasawa

Legal Counsel
(non Board member)
R. Stanley Lowe

ISFR Board of Directors for 2009–10 Year
Polio Plus Contribution by ISFR
Following an appeal to ISFR from Rotary International to contribute to the Polio Plus “Challenge” you will be pleased to know
that a donation of $1,000 has been made through the Davis Boyd
Memorial Foundation. You will recall that last January the Gates
Foundation granted Polio Plus an additional $255 million with
the caveat that R.I. must raise $100 million as the match, albeit a
lesser amount. ISFR is proud to be part of this world-wide effort.

2009 Annual Meeting, Crested Butte, CO, USA

A most special thank-you goes to Doris Goering who was the
spark and driver to research and prepare ISFR’s very first history
and the 35th Birthday celebration. As she said, this is intended to
be a work-in-progress to be periodically updated. But this first
step marking our 35 years of existence is a major achievement.
Also not to be overlooked is Doris’ creation of our daily hospitality room at the last two North American events, stocked with
nibbles, games, goodies with a large assortment of photographs
and other memorabilia for all to enjoy – which we certainly did!
Much of the expense associated with the cost of both the Goering initiatives was borne by them in what Doris described as, “A
labor of love” that she enjoyed starting.
Thank you Doris – and Don is also included with his support
and assistance!

•
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John P. T. Lowe
Esio Marzotto
John “Pete” Olhasso
C. Wm. Schneidereith
Martin Shanny
Jon A. Skauan
Selcuk Somer
G. Michael Vervuurt
Jan Wold

International Board
Appointments and Decisions

Thank you Doris!
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Bill Bergler
Aldo del Bò
Marilyn Branch
Francesco Cavazzoni
Richard O. Geist
Donald H. Goering
Ed Goering
Margaret Hutchinson
Yohichi Karasawa
Dr. Leon Koifman

Resolutions:
• Executive Committee charged to work with
Marilyn Branch either with or without assistance from a tour agency.
•

Approved the ISFR booth for the 2009 RI
Convention in Birmingham, England.

•

Authorized President to negotiate with
Premier Travel for the Park City event.

•

Renewed contract with 5-Star Web Design
to maintain our web site.

•

Decision made to select Revelstoke, BC,
Canada as site for the 2011 ski-week.

•

Donation made from ISFR via the Davis
Boyd Memorial Foundation of $1,000 to
support R.I.’s Polio Plus Challenge from
the Gates Foundation.
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Board Positions Available
Interested in being part of
ISFR’s leadership?
There are positions available on the Board
of Directors. If you, or someone you know,
are interested please forward the name to
any current member of the Board or to our
Executive Director. Fresh perspectives are
always welcome and a valuable resource to
any board. Don’t be shy; step up!

ISFR in the Italian Dolomites –
the 8th Rotarians’ World Championships
In March, 2009 some 200 Rotarians and family members
gathered in the Italian Dolomites to celebrate the bi-annual European meeting of skiing Rotarians from throughout the world. It
had been snowing heavily the weeks prior to mid-March and this,
combined with beautiful sunny weather during the week, made
skiing at Alta Badia an experience that fanatics of winter sports
can only dream of.
The organizers of the event, the very capable and ever-present
Aldo and Laura del Bò, had again put together a fun-filled week
in an area that had not been visited previously and accommodations were spread among the villages of Corvara, Colfosco and
Stylish finish at the Nordic race course in Alta Badia
La Villa, all located right on the trails of the famous Sella Ronda
circuit. This is a magical, half-day tour
connecting nine ski resorts with an intricate web of ski-lifts. The vistas from the
hotel rooms, the mid-day lunch locations
for tasty local dishes, and especially the
spectacular scenery along the many descents were nothing less than breathtakingly spectacular.
One ISFR member had secured hotel
accommodation for some 30-odd people
who were all friends from long ago at
the same hotel which made breakfasts
together with discussions about areas
to ski that day a convenience that was
much appreciated. Dinners with the entire group were amazing events of camaraderie and fellowship, often enhanced
by the many bottles of wine consumed,
and these evening socials culminated in
a farewell dinner on the last Friday with
a magnum of Ferrari Champagne.
Every evening there was a get-toHappy group at Alta Badia, Italy, gets ready for the descent
gether at the “Meeting Point,” the Rotary

June 2008

The Snow Line
The Snow Line, June 2009

•

7

location in Colfosco, which served local sausages, cheeses, snacks
with wines and champagne, and Bellini – a wonderful concoction
of champagne and peach juice. At the meeting point it was also
possible to get information about various articles displayed by the
30 sponsors of the event and to pick-up brochures.
The ski-lift system in the area is state-of-the-art. Passes for
any number of days can be obtained through the hotels and are
magnetized making going through turnstiles easy and fast. Areas
and runs are well-marked and numbered making it virtually impossible to get lost in this enormous area comprising some 750
miles of ski trails along with 450 mechanical ski lifts of every
variety imaginable.
The GS race and the Nordic events were held in the Corvara
area and, of course, the Italians did well in the races; however, the
Norwegians, as usual, managed to claim quite a few prizes in the
Nordic events.
The Gala dinner on Thursday night, accessible only by an
80-passenger “tram” to the top of the mountain overlooking the
entire valley was a culinary feast which surpassed all imagination. This was followed by hordes of wild dancers gyrating on the
dance floor, whipped into a frenzy by a local DJ who had rightly
considered the average age of the participants and stuck to disco
music of the seventies and eighties.
Unfortunately such a memorable week had to end and sadly
we all started the trek back to our home countries and carried with
each of us in addition to rich memories the great anticipation of
the next bi-annual European ISFR event.
– by Michael Vervuurt

ISFR members surveying the terrain and magnificent
Dolomite scenery

Picture-perfect form in the GS gates at Alta Badia
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Race day anticipation at Alta Badia

8

•

The Snow Line, June 2009

The Snow Line

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

June 2008
1. Opening day at Crested Butte with local guides in yellow vests at either end of the ISFR group anxious to be introduced to the mountain.
2. Exchanging banners at the joint meeting with the Crested Butte Rotary club: Valery Gontarev from Russia on the left and Marty Evans, president
of the local Rotary club on the right. 3. And from the farthest distance: Valery and Olga Gontarev from Rostov-on-Don, Russia on the left, with Peter
McCrohan of Wodonga, Australia. 4. An ‘ahh’ moment around the fire-pit at the end of a strenuous day on the boards. 5. Perusing the silent auction
items prior to the Gala. 6. Hungry campers on their sleigh ride to dinner.

The Snow Line
The Snow Line, June 2009

•

9

7.

8.

7. Crested Butte devotees: (l. to r.) John Lowe,
Jenny Schneidereith, Suzan & John Shierholz,
Peter McCrohan, Rainer Reichert, Richard Geist,
and your editor. 8. Travis on his mono-ski

Keep Your Dues Current
If you have not paid your ISFR dues for 2009, please remit to stay
current. Download the application form in the “join/renew” section
of our web site and send payment to our Executive Secretary, PO Box
151711, Arlington, TX 76015.
New memberships are $50 USD annually and any prior members
with a break in consecutive membership will be $50 and be categorized
as “new.” Thereafter, annual dues will revert to $35 USD annually.
ISFR needs to have a stable base of members and that means
remitting dues even if you are not planning to attend that year’s ski event.
Also, by consistently staying current on your dues you will remain on our
mailing list and always have a listing in the ISFR directory of members.

Visit ISFR’s Web Site
www.isfrski.org
Keep current with ISFR activities and
future ski events which are posted on our
informative web site. A complete listing
of all officers and directors is provided for
your use along with a convenient, direct
e-mail link to our Executive Secretary.June
Interested in joining ISFR? Download
the membership form in the “join/renew”
section of our web site and either fax or
mail to remit to our Executive Secretary,
PO Box 151711, Arlington, TX 76015.

The Snow Line

Thank you for being a part of ISFR!

This is a great web site with much
good information – check it out!
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